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Visit to Ingestre Hall  

Our annual trip this year was to Ingestre Hall, once the home of the 
Earls of Shrewsbury, but now owned by Sandwell and used as an arts 
centre. 

We were welcomed by Mr Tony Young, who was our very 
knowledgeable guide for the afternoon, and Mrs Gill Broadbent. Mr 
Young lives on the Ingestre Estate and is a Church Warden for the 
stunning Wren Church which served the Hall.   

Some of our members had been pupils at the Hall when it first opened 
as an arts facility and were delighted to return and be allowed into 
rooms they hadn’t previously had access to. 

Mr Young vividly described life at the Hall through the centuries and 
said we had to use our imagination as none of the rooms have any of 
the original furniture.   

We visited the Church and were told how it came to be designed by 
Sir Christopher Wren.  Walter Chetwynd, who owned the Hall, and 
Wren were friends at Oxford University, and when Chetwynd wanted 
to build a new church he asked his friend to do the design.  It was built 
before any of Wren’s London churches.  You can see in the 
photograph on the left the stunning flower arrangements from the 
wedding held the previous weekend.  

Details of the Friends of Dartmouth Park’s Christmas Event can be found on Page 3 of the Newsletter.  Please book early 

as we can only accommodate 80 people this year, not the usual 100 we could accommodate at The Public. 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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Our Autumn Fair attracts the crowds 

History tour of Sandwell Valley 

It was a very pleasant autumn Sunday afternoon when a group of around 30 people 
gathered outside Sandwell Park Farm for a history tour of Sandwell Valley.  The 
walk was led by Barry Harper, who has been researching the history of the Valley 
for many years.   

The group visited the Sand Well which gives the Borough its name and it was 
pointed out that the well we see today was built by the Dartmouth family and the 
original well which served the Priory can be seen a few yards away to the left.  We 
were then given the history of the Priory whilst viewing the ruins and told what a 
huge complex it once was, but it went into decline and when it was closed only had 
one Prior in residence.  Funding has been sourced and work is taking place at the 
Priory to ensure that what remains is preserved. 

We moved on to see evidence of the great Hall built by the Earl of Dartmouth in the 
early 1700s.  Although there is little left to identify the site Barry told us that the 
entrance for carriages was clearly at the side of the Hall and not at the front.  He 
also showed us the Ha Ha that kept the deer in the Park from roaming into the 
gardens close to the Hall.  We visited the ice house, which is securely under lock 
and key, because it is very deep.  The site of the Dartmouth’s Summer House was 
pointed out, which was situated by a large ornamental lake, of which  only part still 
exists.  Barry showed us the extent of the kitchen garden, which stretched from the 
Farm, across the motorway and beyond.  The garden produced the food for the 
many people living in Sandwell Hall and it had an orangery that grew exotic fruits for 
the Earl and his family. 

Barry also pointed out the evidence of the coal mining that took place in the Valley 
as we crossed the bridge that was built over the rail track which took the coal from 
the pit to the canal for transporting around the country. 

It was a very interesting afternoon in the Valley and Barry said he was putting 
together a walk along West Bromwich High Street’s historic Golden Mile, which will, 
I’m sure, be equally as interesting and entertaining. 

The group listening to Barry in the Priory ruins 

The Dartmouth’s Summer House built similar to a 

native hut.  The foundation to the central post can 

still be seen. 
The Orangery being used to store hay before 

it was demolished 
Entrance to the Ice House as it is 

today 

Birds of Prey, Face Painting, WBA 
Skills Training, Punch & Judy and  Pony 
Rides, were just a few of the attractions 
at our Autumn Fair in September.  The 
weather was kind and made for a great 
attendance. 

A big thank you to everyone who helped 
on the day, and in particular to our 
youngest supporter, Aaron, pictured 
below left. On his own initiative he 
decided that if the customers weren’t 
coming to the Friends of Dartmouth 
Park stall, he would take the items from 
the stall to the customers, which proved 
very successful.  He raised a substantial 
sum for the Group’s funds by selling 
pencils and books. 

The tombola stall was so successful 
they ran out of prizes, and the volunteer 
gardeners’ stall did excellent business 
selling the plants they had grown 
themselves. 

A wood carver produced this 

beautiful daisy during his 

demonstration and kindly donated it 

to the Friends’ Group. 
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Sandnats visit Dartmouth Park on a balmy  early autumn evening 

Members of Sandwell Valley Naturalists visited Dartmouth 
Park to update themselves on the progress of the restoration 
and to look out for interesting flora and fauna. 

They toured the new pavilion and were impressed with the 
views from the top of the building and its green roofs. 

After a refreshing cuppa, the group set off in the dark to seek 
out bats with bat detectors. The detectors picked up a signal 
immediately outside the pavilion, and I understand they had a 
very successful bat walk and not only heard the bats with the 
detectors, but saw them flying. 

Selwyn Hayward with daughter Sandra  

Selwyn Hayward is a member of the Friends and also one of our volunteer 
gardeners. He is very dedicated and can regularly be seen on Sundays 
putting in a few hours of gardening, either on the rose beds or in the 
Sensory Garden. Of course, he is also to be seen gardening on Friday 
mornings with the other volunteers who are keeping the Sensory Garden 
and Rose Beds in excellent order. 

Selwyn has very happy memories of the Park throughout the decades and 
the photographs below, which were taken 51 years apart, show left Selwyn 
in 1962 with his baby daughter, Sandra, and right a photograph taken in 
September 2013 of Selwyn and Sandra enjoying the Sandwell Stride Health 
Walk in the Park. The 1962 photograph has the first paddling pool in the 
background and the 2013 photograph shows the newly restored upper pool.  

Appeal to help Rescue Centres for  

dogs and cats 

Sue from Sandwell Park Farm Tea Rooms is 
collecting dog and cat food on behalf of ‘Revolting 
Animals Motorcycle Club’. The food is distributed to 
various Animal Rescue Centres throughout the 
Midlands.  The centres will also take towels, bedding, 
toys, etc - in fact anything that will make the lives of 
the rescued animals more comfortable. 

If you have any items you wish to donate please drop 
them off at Dartmouth Park Pavilion. 

Many thanks for your support  

Book now for our Christmas Event 

Wednesday 11 December  

We have had a date and venue for our Christmas 
Evening Event for many months, but 
unfortunately with the closure of The Public we 
have had to have a rethink.  However, we feel we 
have come up with a great new venue and hope 
you, our members, will support this new style 
event. 

Following visits to several local hotels with 
function rooms, we decided to visit The 
Hawthorns and were given a very warm welcome 
by the staff.  This venue was far superior to the 
previous ones visited and the staff very in tune 
with our budget and requirements. 
 
The programme for the evening will be as follows: 

6.45pm for 7pm   3 Course Christmas Meal,         
   with Coffee/Tea and mince 
   pies in the Millichip Suite,  
   which has its own bar.  
 
8.15pm  The Naked Beatles + dancing 

10.30pm  Carriages 

Cost: £20  
Please send your cheque payable to the Friends 

of Dartmouth Park for the number of tickets 
required, together with a stamped addressed 
envelope, to the address on the front of this 

newsletter.  Tickets will be allocated on a first 
come first served basis. 

Challenge Network, pictured right 
gathering for a sponsored walk, are 
young people linked with various 
charities and organisations.  As well 
as helping the Friends with their 
Autumn Fair in the Park, they 
returned  to the Park for a 
sponsored walk to raise funds for 
seven of the charities they are 
supporting.  

The restoration of the Park is now gaining 
momentum, with work on the lower pool almost 
complete, new fishing platforms and a viewing 
platform installed on the upper pool, new pillars 
and railings at the Dagger Lane Entrance and new 
Reform Street  boundary.   Work has also started 
on the new car park off Lloyd Street.  Many 
benches have appeared around the Park and 
most of the paths have been completed.  We’re 
looking at completion of this phase by the end of 
the year. 
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Dartmouth Park Brewery 

by Mark Barrett  

Old beer bottles turn up from time to time with the 
name “Dartmouth Park Brewery” on them. It has been 
something of a mystery where and what this brewery 
was—questions have even been asked in the Black 
Country Bugle!  

Well the main reason for the mystery seems to be that 
the use of the name was quite short-lived. I have only 
found firm evidence of the name for a period of 5 years, 
between 1909 and 1914. 

The brewery was on New Street and was almost 
certainly behind the New Inn pub at No 46. The 
proximity to Dartmouth Park is doubtless one reason 
that the name was used.  

The brewery, plus the New Inn and several other pubs, 
was in the ownership of the Arnold family, firstly 
George and then his only son Edward.  

In addition to his business commitments Edward played 
a major part in the civic life of West Bromwich. He 
served as a JP and alderman and was Mayor for 2 
years. 

He was Deputy Chairman of the Baths and Parks 
Committee which oversaw Dartmouth Park and this 
was probably the other reason the name was used for 
the family brewery. In later years the word Park was 
dropped and it became simply  the Dartmouth Brewery.   

   


